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Join NAAWS Online!
Visit us online at www.naawsonline.org

Greetings to all my fellow NAAWS members! It’s amaz-
ing how quickly the time flies. It seems like just yester-
day we were in Knoxville, and now it’s time to get geared 
up for the 2018 NAAWS Conference in Tempe, Arizona.

If you didn’t get a brochure in the mail about a month 
ago with information regarding the 2018 conference, 
please email me at (clinaweaver@yahoo.com) or text/
call me at 816-213-3784. That means we don’t have 
your current contact information on file, but I will get it 
updated if you contact me!

Save these dates: April 30-May 4, 2018. Attendance 
in 2017 was wonderful, and we want to have another 
great turnout next year. Our conference theme for 2018 
is, “Today’s Corrections – It’s Not What it Used to Be!”  
The theme opens many doors of opportunity for our 
members to provide a workshop or be part of a panel 
discussion on current trends in Corrections. If you are 
interested in being a presenter, PLEASE contact me as 
soon as possible. We have a few slots still open, but they 
will close up quickly.

Be on the look out for more information on the 2018 
conference as the dates get closer. In the meantime, I 
will leave you with this small teaser about some of the 
fun we have in store. Have you been to Top Golf in Scott-
sdale, AZ?

CALLING ALL PRESENTERS – 
WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM

 YOU IN TEMPE!
by: Cathy Linaweaver, Training Chair

Past-President Todd Thomas, Warden Jerry Goodwin (Louisiana) 

with spouse Kayla Sherman

Rhonda Dendinger (Ohio), John Lewis (BOP) & Tymothy Wallace (BOP)

Executive Director Gloria Hultz, Past-President Pat Keohane ,Warden Shelia 

Cumbie (accepted on behalf of FDOC awardees); Christopher Brett, Richard 

Cooper, and Samuel Shuler

Warden of the Year Recipient

Medal of Valor Recipients
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move from being the Training Chair and will now 
oversee the website that has previously been over-
seen by Charles Albino. Cathy Linaweaver will be-
come Training Chair.  

d. Next business meeting is to be held Jan 8, 2018 at 
ACA in Orlando, FL. 

e. Director Hultz congratulated Richard Stalder for 
being a recipient of the Dunbar Award.

5. Warden of Year and Meal of Valor
Director Hultz stated that the call for nominations 
will go out and must be returned by Dec. 15, 2017. 
She stated that all nominations must come from the 
head of the organization (Director, Commissioner, 
CEO, etc). 

6. Membership Report
a. Report given by Mike Graziano. 

b. Currently have 922 members with 506 members 
who are past due by up to a year and half. He ex-
plained that he sends emails and letters to remind 
members when payments are due. Emails may 
bounce back because they are inaccurate. He also 
sends welcome letters and a lapel pins to all new 
members. Some discussion was had regarding how 
to get email addresses for new wardens in different 
states and ideas were discussed on how to recruit 
new members. Richard Stalder asked that NAAWS 
speak with Commissioners and Directors to ask that 
agencies pay membership dues for Wardens. Pete 
Grande advised that the federal government will not 
allow appropriated funds to be used for professional 
memberships. 

7. Arizona Conference Update
a. Report given by Cathy Linaweaver. 

1. Welcome
President Welch opened the meeting and allowed 
introductions.

2. Approval of the Minutes from 
January 23, 2017
Minutes from the meeting were published in The 
Grapevine. Minutes from all future meetings will be 
published in The Grapevine. 

Motion to approve minutes. Motion made by Graziano 
and seconded by Linaweaver. Accepted. 

3. Executive Treasurer’s Report
a. Report given by Gail Heller. 

b. All meeting participants received a copy of the 
financial report from January 16, 2017 to August 
15, 2017 which was reviewed in detail by Executive 
Treasurer Gail Heller. 

c. The association continues to do well financially and 
has a current balance in all accounts of $49,980.04. 

Motion: To accept the financial report as presented 
Motion made by Hultz and seconded by Heller.
Accepted. 

4. Executive Director’s Report
a. Report given by Gloria Hultz. 

b. Director Hultz encouraged greater participation 
with CPOF. She thanked Don Dease for the work he 
does with children through the organization. Mr. 
Dease thanked NAAWS for the donation provided 
for the CPOF Honor Guard breakfast. 

c. Director Hultz notified the board that officer 
changes would be forthcoming once the executive 
board meets and that Seth Smith, would be step-
ping down as First Vice President; Mel Williams will 
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Wardens and Superintendents Association (OWSA) 
$500 annually for their conference and to consider 
making permanent the annual $5000 donation giv-
en to the Correctional Peace Officers Foundation 
(CPOF) and the $500 donation to the New York Chil-
dren and Youth Services Association (CAYSA). 

Motion to give OWSA, CPOF and CAYSA donations an-
nually. Motion made by Linaweaver and seconded by 
Welch. Accepted. 

10. New Business
a. Mel Williams gave an update on the Make a Smile 
Foundation’s next planned project which will be in 
Lumberton, North Carolina. The organization will 
help to rebuild two parks that were greatly affected 
by last year’s flood between October 1 and October 
5th. He stated that the organization can use dona-
tions but also reminded the members of the need for 
volunteers. Anyone who wishes to volunteer may 
contact Mel Williams directly. Parks in Louisiana will 
likely be the following project. 

b. Thanked CPOF and NAAWS for previous dona-
tions to Make a Smile. Also expressed that articles 
are needed for “In the Trenches.”

c. Don Dease expressed thanks for the partnership 
between NAAWS and CPOF

11. Adjornment
Motion to Adjorn. Motion made by Welch and second-
ed by Williams. Accepted.

b. Cathy thanked everyone for making the 
Tennessee conference a success. She received great 
feedback on presentations and evening activities. 
Had 100+ members and vendors to attend. 

c. Flyers were placed in the NAAWS hospitality suite 
for the upcoming Arizona conference. She encour-
aged members to ensure physical and email ad-
dresses were up to date. She is working with Past 
President Todd Thomas to get speakers and evening 
activities scheduled. 

d. Conference theme will be “Today’s Corrections– 
It’s Not What it Used To Be.”

e. Deb Shumann and Todd Thomas discussed the ho-
tel block of rooms and possible need to increase the 
number of rooms. 

8. Grapevine/Website
a.  Report given by Chuck Albino. 

b. Reminded the board that they previously ap-
proved three publications of the Grapevine in Feb-
ruary, June and October annually and that this has 
been working well. Thanked Cathy Lineaweaver for 
her article. 

c. Website has been polished up and some minor 
changes made. Members of the board remarked that 
the website looks good. Stated that he will work with 
Mel on keeping the website up to date and getting a 
timeline together for necessary changes. 

d. Thanked everyone for all of their support and an-
nounced his new Executive Director role with MAS-
CA but stated he would still be active with NAAWS. 

e. The transition to Mel Williams taking over will oc-
cur around October 2017.

9. Old Business
Executive Director Hultz requested to give the Ohio 
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Contact Ashley Koonce at koonce@shsu.edu or 936-294-1706
apply at www.cmitonline.org

Mar 19 – 23, 2018 •  Huntsville, Texas

The Correctional Management Institute of Texas in partnership with NAAWS



Name:                                                                                Title:                                                                           

Address:                                                                                                                                                                

City/State/Zip:                                                                                                                                                     

Phone:                                                 Fax:                                               Email:                                                

send to:

NAAWS
P.O. Box 3573

Dublin, OH 43016

Membership Application

I am a:

□ New Member   □ Renewing Member

Please remit check or money order, payable to 
NAAWS in the amount of:

(please check one)

□  1 year ($25 US)     

□  2 years ($45 US)     □ 3 years ($65 US)

North American Association of Wardens & Superintendents

NAAWS
Correctional Management Institute of Texas
George J. Beto Criminal Justice Center
Sam Houston State University 
Huntsville, TX 77341-2296


